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have received in all 293 marks, 2 ounces, 3 drams1, 37 grains of
gold from the said mine; 924 lambees of different kinds, used,
old and torn; and 1600 aljaravias2, great and small and also
used; also other linens for beds and tables, and clothes, and old
articles which could not be employed in our great factory of the
said city where he received them. He spent and delivered up this
gold, these lambes, aljaramas and aforesaid things, so that he had
nothing left; and he is shown to have rendered a good account
of all___Wherefore we acquit and free him from obligation-----
Given in Puntiete, on 7 May 1507. Joham de Bairros made this.
18. ACCOUNTS OF AYRES BOTELHO, FACTOR AT AXIM. 16
FEBRUARY 15083.
We now command an account to be taken from Ayres Botelho,
knight of our household, of everything which he received and
spent in the seventeen months, during which he was our factor
in the barter of Axem, which is in the parts of Guin6, a period
which began on i May 1505 and ended on 30 September 1506;
and he is shown by it to have received in gold 727 marks, 2
ounces, 3 drams, 15 grains, namely: 38 marks, 4 ounces, 2 drams
from Diogo d'Alvarenga, who was factor there before him4; and
688 marks, 6 ounces, i dram, 15 grains for the sale of goods
which were delivered to him for the said barter; and also he
received in addition 67,095 common manillas of brass, 408 shav-
ing bowls, 714 chamber pots, 501 lambes de mazona [hambels of
Messina], iopainasr*> 6 urinal pots, 69 iron kettles, id^aljaravias
11 dram (Port, oitava) being, of course, an eighth of an ounce.
2 Variant spellings are 'aljaravias', 'aljarvias', *aljerevia\ 'aljerevya*. The
aljerevia appears to have been a sort of dressing gown with half sleeves and a
hood attached, in other words, a particular type of burnous. These cloaks
were made in Morocco. One finds references, for example, to their being
manufactured in Tenes (aljaramas de tenez) (docs. 18, 23). They were
bought by Portuguese merchants and carried to Mini, where there was
evidently a considerable demand for them. Sometimes, moreover, the cap-
tain of SSo Jorge da Mina would make a present of one or more of them to a
native chief (doc. 45).
3 'Cartas de quita9ao/ no. 28. Translated.
4 This passage shows that Diogo d'Alvarenga did leave Sao Jorge da Mina
in 1503 in order to take up his duties as factor at Axim, and, incidentally,
confirms that doc. 16 is authentic,
5 Lengths of cloth made of very fine cotton.
G                                                                                     H.W.A.